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Lotus Festival 5

22nd
Lotus Festival

The People and Cultures of Asia and the Pacific Islands

¢ Cambodia Pavilion. ’ A\ N

¢ Flower Island.

¢ Fireworks.

¢ Carnival.

¢ Dragon Boat Races.
¢ Juried Art Show.

¢ Health Fair.

¢ Children's Area.

¢ Boutique.

Echo Park Lake

PAI] S1BpUdID

¢ Cultural Entertainment. Worki
¢ Exotic Food Area. & d
& Pacific Island Village. Bellevue Ave.
¢ Community Booth. .
Free Admission Hollywood Fwy (101 6 K_big
I.:An
Sat. July 10 12:00 - 9:00pm
Echo Park Lake POSTAL SERVICE
(Glendale Blvd. & Park Ave.)
Free Parking and Shuttle Service at Logan Street School /@
Sponsored by: / ////
L. A. Department of Recreation and Park
For more information call: 7 *
Prior to Event: (213) 485-1310  Day of Event: (213) 250-3578 // 1
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ART CORNER

My Fellow Taiwanese-Americans This
Is My “Journey Through Our
Taiwanese American Experience”

By Charmy Chiu

A West Coast ITASA confer-
ence! This has never been done before,
but alas, the Berkeley Students for a
Sovereign Taiwan (BST) and Taiwanese
Student Association (TSA) pulled it off
marvelously. The  West Coast
Intercoliegiate Taiwanese American
Student Association (ITASA)
Conference was held at University of
California, Berkeley during the weekend
of Aprif 10-11, 1999. This years theme
was “A Journey Through Our Taiwanese
American Experience.” ITASA has been
an annual tradition on the East Coast
and Midwest for almost a decade, and
now the conference has finally made its
journey to the best state on the West
Coast.

The focus of the conference
was aimed at identity, history and cul-
ture. With the knowledge of where we
are from. what we have done, been
through and are capable of achieving,
we walk away from ITASA not only with
a better sense of self-identity but with a
better sense of purpose. Being at ITASA
made me think of what my parents were
like in their hay days. A hundred or so
students. Taiwanese intellectuals, gath-
ered to learn and understand, and ulti-
mately to decide the fate of their culture.
All the while making new friendships and
bonds that remind us that we are all con-
nected no matter how far apart we live.

This ITASA Conference is bro-
ken down into 4 workshops: (1) Taiwan
101: All about Taiwan: Yesterday, Today
& Tomorrow by Tom Yang (2)
Celebration of Culture: Learn to Sing
Taiwanese Folk Songs by Philip Wu or
Learn all about Taiwanese Folk Art by
Minor King (3) Identity: Taiwanese,
American, Taiwanese American or
Asian American by Karen Liao and (4)
Community building: Organizing and
Unity by Jenny Tsai or Taiwanese
Americans in the American Political
Process by Echo Lin. There was also a
recreational workshop on Aboriginal
Dance: “Indigenous Groove: Native
Taiwanese Dancing,” by Rebecca Tsai.

Personally, | enjoyed the abo-
riginal dance the most. There is a spe-
cial type of precision in aboriginal dance
that makes it a balance between line
dancing and rock and roll orgy. There is
just something invigorating about
stomping to the beat of your soul, linking
yourself with the arms of your people

and just having an outright good time.
Certainly i am no dancer and of course |
apologized many a times for the occa-
sional mis-stomping on a toe, but a
sense of harmony and unity seemed to
pour out of me.

One of the themes | saw at the
conference was a stress to promote our
identity to communities outside our own.
Taiwan and the people of Taiwan were
suppressed for 4 decades under
Kuomintang martial law. During this time
our parents HAD to hide their true iden-
tity! Today in the United States of
Democracy, we Taiwanese Americans
are again having our true identity sup-
pressed by allowing us to be perceived
as Chinese. From Karen Liao’s lecture |
learned how the United States ignored
‘Taiwanese” as an identity by merging it
with Chinese. In the 1983 Census,
79,000 people WROTE IN Taiwanese as
their nationality. The United States wrote
these all under the category of Chinese.
A person was Chinese,
Taiwanese/Chinese, or Not
Taiwanese/Chinese. Yet the Census
1993 did have a positive effect, it led to
a change in the passport policy. On
January 1, 1995 Formosans were
allowed to put Taiwanese not Chinese
as their nationality on their passport.

A change was beginning. At
Echo Lin’s lecture | learned that we can
change the way the United States blind-
ly perceives us. By living in a democra-
cy we have the resources to determine
our status. Through the power of voting
together and supporting/pressuring our
senators we can make a difference.
Perhaps the most effective way is to act
locally; through organizations like TACL,
we can unite ourselves as one people.
We can make our Senators and
Congressmen create bills, pass legisla-
tion and promote the welfare of
Taiwanese Americans.

Next year our opportunity will
arrive in April when the Census 2000
forms are mailed to each and every one
of our homes. The very first step we can
take is to WRITE IN TAIWANESE as our
nationality. We will overwhelm them with
sheer numbers so that during the next
Census we will have our own check-in
box for our nationality. Today you can
share my ITASA experience by taking
pride in being Taiwanese and American.
Today you can tell someone you are
Taiwanese when they ask what national-
ity you are. Today we do the little things
that will lead to a better future tomorrow.

From Big Macs to Big Projects:
Your Support is Needed!

By Julie Lee, Ph.D. candidate

UCLA Graduate School of Education

Email: julie@ucia.edu

I'll never forget that day in June
1976, the day my family and | landed in
Los Angeles. Soon after we arrived, my
uncle took us to McDonald’s and we
tasted our first American hamburger-the
Big Mac. In my zealousness, | wanted
to stuff the entire Big Mac into my tiny
mouth. Try after try, | realized that my
mouth was not as big as | thought and
as a result, never finished my first Big
Mac the way | imagined until | got older.

Today, twenty-three years later,
| continue to face new challenges. | am
currently a Ph.D. candidate at UCLA's
Graduate School of Education. My field
of specialization is in Asian American
Studies. Why Asian American Studies?
've always felt the need to further
understand my experiences as a first-
generation Taiwanese in the U.S. Who
am | and what is my identity? How do !
have different educational and social
experiences compared to my American
counterparts? These are just a few
questions | needed to explore however |
could not find answers in the academic
world. Do you know that there is very lit-
tle written about the Taiwanese commu-
nity in the U.S.? Based on my experi-
ences as a graduate student, | was only
able to find a few books that focused on
Taiwanese Americans and immigrants.
As a result, this prompted me to focus
my dissertation research on Taiwanese
American and immigrant youth. Some
of the goals of my research project are
to explore their educational experiences
in the U.S. and illuminate the Taiwanese
community within the rapidly growing
field of Asian American Studies.

Since | am in the beginning
stages of my project, | could really use
your help and support. My primary goal
right now is to contact as many
Taiwanese American or immigrant stu-
dents as possible. | would like to gather
a large sample of students to participate
in surveys and interviews. So, if you
have friends, family, or relatives who are
in high school and either immigrants
from Taiwan, or second generation
Taiwanese-Americans, please email me.

As you can see, my current
challenge in life is much more compli-
cated than trying to stuff an entire Big
Mac into my mouth (I wish it were that
simple!). This time, | need support from
the Taiwanese community to further
advance our knowledge and under-
standing about Taiwanese American
and immigrant youth in the U.S. | would
be more than happy to answer any
questions that you might have so let me
know. Thanks in advance for your sup-
port. | really appreciate it... “Doe-sha!”
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