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Picture this...

Its 1994, the summer before I

entered high school and my
parents were shipping me off
to some camp called TACL. I

was an awkward little person,
short, petite, long straight
black hair, and ridiculously
large baggy clothes. I went to
camp expecting the worst, I

didn't know anyone going and
frankly I thought I had better
things to do with my summer.
For instance, going to the mall
and looking cool with the other
teeny-bobbers that hang
around the plant potters. I

wised up and told myself to at
least give it a try. lt seemed
like the bus ride there was
going to be a nrghtmare. lwas
used to ugly yellow buses
from riding them to school
everyday of the week. But the
bus taking us to the campsite
was a horribly offe nd ing
orange. Things weren't look-
ing good Okay, the bus ride
was not too bad. To pass the

time we played games. Most
of them involved physically
beating each other on the
wrists. Or the use of thumbs in
some way, and I proudly claim
myself, the Queen of Thumb
Wrestling. When I wasn't chal-
lenging someone, I was get-
ting to know someone from
cities I had never even know
existed, like who live in
Torrance??? So we get to the
campsite. WOW. lt had every-
thing, cute college guys and
the beach. lwas content. First
thing we did was get into our
small groups. I was in the
youngest group. We rocked!
We all bonded pretty quickly;
name games are always great
ways to break the ice. I have
never been good with remem-
bering names but hitting me
on the head with a roll of
newspaper helped me to
remember quickly. lt was a

new experience to be around
kids my age advocating for
Taiwanese ldentity. I had
always been brought up to
know that I was Taiwanese,
but I was never given any
explanations of what being
Taiwanese meant. I got the
feeling I was not alone in feel-
ing this way I think our par-
ents over simplified being
Taiwanese. lt was something
not to be questioned. So here
I was among a sea of political-
ly and culturally aware people.
And we were all here to
explore what it meant to be
Taiwanese. More importantly,

what it meant to me
Taiwanese-American. I cher-
ish these people so much
nowadays. I think its because
of them I feel capable of going
to Sam Woo's without my par-
ents and not having to feel
ostracized. l'll tell you now,
that camp is one of my fond-
est memories. There is a dif-
ferent experience for every-
one and for each camp, but
the atmosphere is always
great for meeting new people.
It's even better for openly dis-
cussing the tribulations of
growing up. The best part of it
is that there are no obligations
to anyone, if you don't want to,
you don't have to see any of
these people again. But why
would you want to do that. l've
met some of the greatest peo-
ple from TACL. I hope they
know how much I love and
respect them. I love meeting
new people. I love walking
away from camp with a whole
new slang vocabulary. I love
watching the creativity of each
individual unfold into hilarious
skits at Taiwan Night. Most of
all, I love being Taiwanese.
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